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US Range:  Both of Maine’s native waterweeds are native through-
out New England and much of the United States.

   

Annual Cycle:  Maine’s native waterweeds overwinter under the 
ice as evergreen plants, growing slowly with a reduced rate of 
photosynthesis.  In the spring, faster growth resumes and new 
shoots appear.  Flowering occurs early to midsummer.  
Reproduction is primarily vegetative through stem fragments.  
Seeds are rarely produced.

Value to the Aquatic Community:  Waterweeds are a source of 
food and habitat for fish and invertebrates throughout the year. 
Waterfowl feed upon both the plant and upon the small organisms 
that inhabit the dense vegetation. 
Stands of waterweed may become so 
thick that even fish cannot penetrate 
the mat.

Look Alikes:  May be confused with 
hydrilla, Brazilian waterweed, and 
mare’s tail.
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Native waterweeds 
have slender stems 
with whorls of three 
lance shaped leaves

Herbarium specimen comparison of the two native 
waterweeds and their two invasive look alikes;  
hydrilla (left) and Brazilian waterweed (right)

flower

Elodea canadensis                                  Elodea nuttallii

Dense mat of common waterweed
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Excerpt from Maine Field Guide to Invasive Aquatic Plants 
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